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B-3321 - B-3333 1850-1867 
4-48 E. Cross St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The pair of houses at 4-6 E. Cross St. was originally built as a pair of 
two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, but 4 E. Cross 
St. has been enlarged and is now three stories in height with a shed roof and 
bracketed cornice. 8 E. Cross St. is a small, two story, gable-roofed house typical 
of the type built on nearby Patapsco St. in the 1850's. 10 and 12-38 E. Cross St. 
are all three story, two bay wide, brick houses with gable roofs that serve a 
mixed commercial/residential purpose. The houses were built both just before and 
just after the Civil War by John S. Gittings and George Williamson, who each 
built alternating pairs of similar houses. 26-28 and 38 E. Cross St. have had 
their original gable roofs rebuilt as shed roofs and 38 E. Cross St. has a bracketed 
cornice. 46 E. Cross St. is a three story, two bay wide brick house with shed 
roof and bracketed cornice whose first floor area is currently being converted 
to a shopfront. 48 E. Cross St. is a two story, two bay wide, brick house with 
shed roof and bracketed cornice which has recently been converted to modern shopfront 
space. -
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DESCRIPTION B-3325 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This pair of three story, two bay brick houses with gable roofs was built 
in the 1850's, <s.ome'_years, e earlier than the neighboring gable roofed houses. 
The facade of 14 Cross has been covered with formstone and the first floor area 
converted to serve as a local bar, in conjuction with 12 Cross St. 

The houses are three stories in height, 14 1/2' wide, and occupy lots 73-
deep. Each house is two rooms deep and has a two story high, one bay wide and 
deep stair hall extension which connects the main house to a one story high, five 
bay deep later addition which extends all the way to the alley to the north. 
The houses are constructed in running bond but 14 Cross has been covered with 
formstone. The low-pitched gable roof has a two-tier brick cornice. There is 
a paired double hooded chimney located along the partition wall between the two 
houses on both the front and rear roof gables. 

All of the door and window openings originally had flat wood lintels and 
brick header sills. The lintels and sills of 14 Cross are now hidden by the 
formstone covering, but the originals are intact at 16 Cross. All of the window 
openings at 14 Cross are filled with 1/1 double hung sash; at 16 Cross the first 
and second floor windows are filled with 1/1 sash but the third floor windows 
are filled with 6/6 sash. The first floor area of 14 Cross currently serves as 
a local bar, in conjunction with 12 Cross. There is a modern glass and aluminum 
door centrally located and flanked by two small octagonal windows. At 16 Cross 
a double, late Victorian glass and panel door is set beneath a wide single light 
transom which has been covered with siding. Both entrances are reached by one 
stone step. Each house has a large basement opening with metal cover located in 
the sidewalk beneath the first floor window. A flat-roofed alleyway runs between 
the two houses. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

These houses are significant as being representative of a large group of such 
three story, gable-roofed houses built in the 1840's and 1850"s in the area immediately 
surrounding the Cross St. Market (founded 1846) to serve as combination commercial/ 
residential structures, as they do today. The first floor area served as a store-front 
and the family lived on the floors above. Many such houses have separate street entrances 
to the private family quarters. Buildings of this type served the needs of a growing 
community which was attracting an influx of small shop-keepers to provide goods and 
services for the local residents. 

This pair of houses, and neighboring houses at 22-24, 30-32, and 38 E. Cross St. 

Cere built by John S. Gittings, an active local builder and developer, as part of his 
evelopment, along with George W. Williamson, of this side of Cross St. Gittings and 
Williamson acquired the large lot running along Cross St. between Patapsco and 
Marshall Sts., and north to Poultney St., in 1835, along with the lot to the south 
where the Cross St. Market now stands.! In 1845 they subdivided the lot, each taking 
alternating, double parcels along Cross St. Gittings began to build on his lots in 
the 1850's, but both builders apparently were interrupted by the Civil War in the 
completion of their projects, and the row of houses was not completed until 1866. 
Williamson leased his houses to individual owners, but Gittings retained his property 
for rental income, and the houses did not leave the Gittings family until 1896. 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 251, Folio 23 

?Ibid., Liber AWB 353, Folio 44 

'-'Ibid., Liber JB 1647, Folio 385 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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14-16 E. Cross Street 
Block 0935A Lots 027-026 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3325 14-16 E. Cross St. 

M.E.H. 5/79 

South elevation 


